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Israeli-Saudi normalization takes a significant step forward «
Hamas encourages riots on the Israel-Gaza border to pressure

Israel and Qatar into concessions « Israel and Germany sign a
mega-arms deal, the largest in Israel’s history

Israeli-Saudi normalization efforts: MBS,
Netanyahu, and Biden make public statements
eDuring the second half of September 2023, the
prospects of an Israeli-Saudi normalization deal has
made significant strides. The Saudi Crown prince openly
discussed this issue in public for the first time in an
interview to the US media; Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu referred to the emerging deal
extensively during his speech to the UN General
Assembly; and US President Joe Biden also made
comments on the efforts during his meeting with PM

Netanyahu.

elsraeli Minister of Tourism Haim Katz made a historic
official visit by an Israeli minister to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
to participate in the UN’s World Tourism summit. Israeli
Minister of Communications Shlomo Kari and MK David
Bitan are also expected to arrive in Saudi during the first
week of October.

Mohammed Bin Salman’s interview

eSaudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman
(MBS) held his first interview with a major American
news network since 2019, and the first ever in English,
where he addressed certain regional topics, including
the possibility of normalization with Israel.

eIn his interview with Fox News, MBS referred to the
emerging Israeli-Saudi normalization agreement and
said, "every day we get closer, it seems it's for the first
time really serious. We get to see how it goes" He
insisted his country could work with Israel, no matter
who is in charge, calling the deal "the biggest historic
deal since the end of the Cold War""

eMBS also made an unprecedented assertion regarding
the Arab and Sunni world’s attitude towards the
Palestinians. While in the past, Saudi normalization with
Israel was conditioned upon significant Israeli territorial
and security concessions to the Palestinian Authority,
most prominently shaped in the 2002 Saudi Peace Plan,
the same Saudi Arabia now holds the positions that it is
sufficient to “improve the lives of Palestinians, in order to
get closer to Israel.
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MBS’ rhetoric and lack of specific preconditions on this
front confirms the major shift in the Sunni world over
the past decade as it relates to the Palestinian issue,
which now seems less of an obstacle to overcome to
achieve normalization, rather than a means to pressure
Israel to benefit the Palestinians. When asked about
the potential for Iran to obtain a nuclear weapon and
what it would mean for Saudi Arabia, the crown prince
clearly stated that should Iran obtain such a weapon,
Saudi Arabia would "have to get one, for security
reasons, for balancing power." He added that there is
no benefit in merely having nuclear weapons because
they cannot be used.

Gazan rioters place explosives on the Israel-Gaza fence | Photo:
IDF Spokesperson
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Israeli Air Force strikes Hamas posts in Gaza | Photo: IDF
Spokesperson




“Any country that uses a nuclear weapon means that “Israel is on the verge of creating a peace with Saudi

they are having a war with the rest of the world," he Arabia that could transform the Middle East as long as
added, and noted that "any country that uses nuclear Iran’s nuclear threat is eliminated, said Netanyahu. He
weapons will be at war with all the countries of the added that the region is “at the cusp” of a “dramatic
world." _ breakthrough: a historic peace with Saudi Arabia”. He

continued, “Such a peace will go a long way to ending
the Arab-Israeli conflict. It will encourage other Arab
states to normalize relations with Israel. It will enhance
the prospects of peace with the Palestinians”.

* Netanyahu added that the Palestinians should not have
a veto over a peace process with Arab states. “When the
Palestinians see that most of the Arab world has
reconciled itself to the Jewish state, they too will be
more likely to abandon the fantasy of destroying Israel

—~ and finally embrace a path of genuine peace with it".
~ e¢Onlran, Netanyahu warned that it would “do everything
they can to thwart this historic peace,” highlighting the
regime’s global threats, nuclear program, repression of
its own people and proliferation of weapons throughout
the region and world. “Yet the regime’s aggression is
largely met by indifference from the international
community,” calling for the international community to
reimpose sanctions on Iran. He pledged that “As long as
| am prime minister of Israel, | will do everything in my
power to prevent Iran from getting nuclear weapons.”

President Biden and PM Netantahu hold a
meeting

e |sraeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, met with US
President, Joe Biden, in New York for the first time since
the two came into office, in a meeting where the two
discussed key issues such as the normalization
agreement that is taking shape with Saudi Arabia, the
Iranian nuclear issue, and the Palestinian issue.

e Both sides expressed their desire to overcome the
obstacles to advancing the normalization agreement
with Saudi Arabia and to do so jointly. President Biden
said at the beginning of the meeting: "75 years ago,
Ben-Gurion spoke of Israel as the "dream of the
generations". Since then, we have stood side by side.

Gazan rioters use live ammunition, burn tires and launch
explosive balloons | Credit: Yediot News on Telegram,
https://t.me/Yediotnews

PM Netanyahu'’s speech at the UNGA

¢ Israel's Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, addressed
the 78th session of the United Nations General Assembly
as part of the annual General Debate. His speech
revolved around two critical themes: the potential for a [FUEUERICICIIR I EEIE g ENE ARl IR R E T

groundbreaking peace accord with Saudi Arabia and the close proximity to Gaza, due to the launching of explosive
imminent threat posed by Iran balloons | Credit: Yediot News on Telegram,
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Recently, for example, in the
India-Saudi-Israel-Europe economic corridor."

e Prime Minister Netanyahu said in response: "I
believe that under your leadership, it is possible
to reach an unprecedented agreement with
Saudi Arabia and to resolve the disputes with
the Arab world. "I believe that under your
watch, Mr. President, historic peace can be
achieved.

* Biden also referenced other "hard issues" the
two would discuss, including preserving the
path to a two-state solution, and "ensuring that
I[ran never, never, acquires a nuclear weapon.'

« Netanyahu praised Biden's efforts to prevent

Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon.
The prime minister added: "That shared goal of
ours can be achieved by a credible military
threat, crippling sanctions and supporting the
brave men and women of Iran who despise that
regime and who are our real partners for a
better future.”

e The White House said that Biden invited
Netanyahu to visit the White House before the
end of this year. The White House also
addressed the growing tensions in Judea and
Samaria: "President Biden emphasized the need
for immediate actions that would improve
Israel's security and economic situation and
preserve the possibility of a two-state solution,
which would lead to long-term peace with the
Palestinians.
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Normalization deal with Saudi Arabia -

analysis, opportunities and challenges

¢ Reaching a normalization agreement between Israel
and Saudi Arabia entails various opportunities and
challenges for Israel, Saudi Arabia, and the US as well
as the region. It bears the potential of opening a new
chapter in the conflict between Judaism and Islam,
and marks an era of pragmatism, rather than idealism
in Middle East politics.

¢ One of the main challenges is the expected Iranian
response. Relations between Saudi Arabia and Israel
could spark anger in Iran, especially in light of the
Saudi-lranian MoU signed last March. The Saudis
understand that they must walk on eggshells in the
coming period, yet once signed, an Israeli-Saudi deal
could trigger a severe crisis with Iran. Mainly due to the
Iranian threat, Saudi Arabia demands US security
guarantees, which according to reports could take the
form of a defense alliance with the US. Some reports
also relate to the issue of a Saudi nuclear program in
one shape or another, a topic that requires Israel’s
reference and political attention.

¢ On the other hand, Iran's progress towards a military
nuclear weapon and its aggression throughout the
Middle East have been the catalyst for a normalization
agreement between Israel and Saudi Arabia. Saudi
Arabia understands that Israel is the only country that
exerts force against Iranian aggression, and especially
against its nuclear program.

¢ In addition, normalization with Israel can entail major
advantages for Saudi Arabia in regard to cooperation
in civil fields, such as cyber, technology, water, and
trade.

¢ Saudi Arabia also has a clear interest in putting its
relations with the United States back on track.
Normalization with Israel will strengthen its position in
Washington and its relations with the American
administration. Bin Salman sees Israel as a means to
assist Saudi Arabia in lifting the American embargo on



the sale of advanced weapons systems to Saudi
Arabia, especially in light of Iran's rapidly advancing
military nuclear program
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Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman giving an
interview to Bret Bayer, “Special Report”| Photo: Fox News

e For Israel's part, a normalization agreement with
Saudi Arabia can mark the end of the Israeli-Arab
conflict, by virtue of Saudi Arabia's position as the
leader of the Sunni world, its inter-Arab and regional
position. Such an agreement will potentially lead to
“6-7 more agreements” with other Arab and Muslim
countries, as per Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen,
and could significantly play down the centrality of the
Israeli-Palestinian issue in Israel’s foreign policy.
Gazan border riots: Hamas attempting to
reinstate its influence

e Gazan rioters re-sparked confrontations with IDF
soldiers on the Israel-Gaza border during September,
which lasted for almost two weeks. These included
the launching of explosive balloons, which caused
severe fires in Israeli agricultural fields; setting IDF
posts on fire along the border; throwing rocks and
setting tires on fire. In response, the Israeli Air Force
carried out strikes against Hamas posts in Rafah and
around the Gaza strip. Israel later closed off the Erez
Crossing for Gazan workers, which bore a heavy toll
on the Gazan economy with 18,500 workers
commuting from Gaza into Israel on a daily basis.
Some sources say each day of closure bears the cost
of more than 10 million NIS (some $2.6 million USD)
on the Gazan economy.

¢ While many reports merely blamed Israel for the riots
while failing to address the genuine and political
causes surrounding them., the Hamas leadership
was hoping to pressure Israel into concessions
following Qatar’s decision to downgrade its financial
support of the organization. Qatar which had been
funneling some $30 million USD monthly to Gaza in
financial assistance, is furious over Hamas’'
rapprochement with the Assad regime and their
increased affiliation with the Iranian axis among
other reasons.
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e In practice, Qatar’s steady financial aid to Hamas in Gaza
has seen a decline in recent months. Of the original $30
million USD, $7-10 million allocated to paying the wages
of Hamas officials were reduced to $3 million, cutting
wages in half to around 1,700 NIS (around $445).
Additionally, $10 million are allocated to providing
assistance to families under the poverty lines, a total of
$100 to each of the 100,000 families.These aid funds are
now heavily taxed by Hamas. Finally, $10 million are
allocated for the purchasing of fuel for the Gaza power
station, an amount which now has also been cut back.
Since 2014, Qatar invested more than $1 billion USD in

ethe reconstruction of Gaza and stabilizing the Hamas
leadership there.

On September 28, the “Rebel Youth” in Gaza announced

e to Hamas that they were ceasing the riots on the border,
after reports that Israel agreed to increase the quota of
workers allowed to enter Israel from Gaza, and that Qatar
agreed to bring the Hamas functionaries budget back to
the original $10 million. Israel denied that report, while
re-opening the Erez Crossing for the same number of
workers.

Assad's visit to China

e For the first time in 20 years, Syrian President Bashar
al-Assad made a visit to China. It seems that Assad is
attempting to break the international isolation against
his regime and is turning to the Chinese to help rebuild
Syria after the war. For China's part, this visit joins its
attempts to presentitself as an influential and important
country for the Middle East. This way, Beijing can
demonstrate its diplomatic strength on the one hand,
and promote its grandiose plan, the "New Silk Road" on
the other, which relies heavily on the Middle East. It
should be noted that relations between Syria and China
remained stable even during the Syrian Civil War, and
Assad's regional and international isolation due to his
use of chemical weapons against civilians. Attempting
an end-run around Western sanctions, Assad is
attempting to re-legitimize his regime on the world
stage alongside consolidating his control over the
country.



The IDF completes the identification of a missing Among other means they used relevant

soldier's body from the 1948 War of documents, anthropological exams and
Independence testimonies from the battlefield. An IDF
e The IDF has announced its formal identification of the representative delivered the news to Broder’s
body of Chaplain Dov Broder, who fell during the 95-year-old widow.

“Medina” operation during the 1948 War of
Independence and has since been missing. Branch for
the Location of Missing Soldiers has been conducting an
investigation since 2006 of an unmarked grave in a Petah
Tikvah cemetery, and with various means has
established the body belongs to Broder.

) and his wife. The IDF has completed the identification of his body from
the 1948 War of Independence. Left: Head of the Personnel Directorate Yaniv Asor informing Broder’s
95-year-old widow of the finding

Judea and Samaria

Total killed Palestinian terrorists: 11 Total Israeli terror victims:

September 20 - 7 killed (3 of whom are PlJ 0 killed, 2 injured

members) September 21 - 1 injured - Terror attack on the Jerusalem
September 22 - 1 killed — Dan village (Pl) member)  Light Rail

September 24 - 2 killed — Nur Shams September 21 - 1 injured - Runover attack, Qalandiya
September 29 - 1 killed — Al-Bira checkpoint

IDF counterterrorism operations - a selection
* September 20 | Dan village (Jenin governorate) ¢ September 24 | Birzeit University (Ramallah
and Nablus| The IDF carried out a raid in the village governorate) | A joint operation by the IDF and the

of Dan, located in the Jenin governorate, following ISA (Israel Security Agency, Shin Bet) led to the
precise intelligence on a depot used for weapon arrest of 8 students in the prominent Brizeit
storage, weapons designated to target Israelis.  University. Intelligence showed clear signs that the
During the raid, I[EDs were thrown at the troops, who  students, members of the Hamas-affiliated Kutla
fired back and killed a terrorist, member of the Islamia student association, were planning a

Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PlJ) terrorist group. That ~ massive attack in Israel in order to murder Jews.
night, a terrorist named Haled Tubila was arrested in There were no fatalities in the operation.

Nablus. He is a senior commander in the Lions’ Den

terrorist group, and has taken an active part in

terrorist attacks against Israelis. The arrest was

carried out smoothly with no fatalities on the

Palestinian side.
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Terrorist attacks against Jews

eSeptember 18 | Mizmoria checkpoint (adjacent to
the Jerusalem neighborhood of Har Homa) | A
Palestinian man carried out a stabbing attack against
soldiers. The assailant approached the checkpoint as
he was walking in between the vehicles and
concealing his knife. Border Guard combatants
identified his suspicious behavior, and as they
approached the Palestinian individual, he attempted
to stab them. The troops neutralized the assailant
instantly before he was able to put them in danger, and ] 8
they managed to keep him alive until emergency L= A i -
services arrived to provide him with medical care. IDF combat soldiers stop to pray on Yom Kippur,

« September 21 | Qalandiya checkpoint (Jerusalem) | the holiest day in the Jewish calendar and part
A Palestinian man carried out a runover attack in order of the Tishrei holidays, which include Rosh
to take the lives of the Civil Guard security guards. As Hashana (New Year), Yom Kippur and Sukkot
the Palestinian individual’'s vehicle was getting near (Tabernacles)
the checkpoint, one of the guards approached him,
and it was at that point when the terrorist started to
speed up toward the other lane, running over
another security guard. The latter was injured
and sent to hospital. The terrorist was neutralized
as the guards managed to keep him alive until
medical services arrived at the scene.

Arms Deals

¢ [srael and Germany signed a “historic” €4 billion
arms deal, the largest defense contract in Israel’s
history. The purchase involves the delivery of
Israeli-American long-range Arrow 3 missile
defense systems to Germany. Israeli Defense
Minister referred to the deal as “a huge
achievement for the defense industry” and “a
historic day for our two nations that will help
make German air defense fit for the future”. With
that, Germany seeks to bolster its air defense
array, in line with its rearmament project in light
of the Russian war in Ukraine and the mounting
security threats around Europe.

e German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius said, “we
would like to incorporate Arrow into the
comprehensive defensive shield of NATO, so that
our neighbors can benefit from it” Since its
formation in August 2023, 18 countries have
signed onto the European Sky Shield Initiative,
which aims at bolstering common European air
defense capabilities.
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